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Heartwood Forest Tree
Planting Event

14th February 2010

Love was definitely in the air at Heartwood Forest, St
Albans, that is of course love of the environment! 3rd

Upminster Scout Troop took part in a Tree Planting
Event at Heartwood Forest near Sandridge,

St Albans, where there are plans to create an 850
acre woodland.

Once completed, this will be the largest new native forest
in England. A total of over 600,000 trees will be planted i
including a community orchard over a 10 year period.

The site is managed by the Woodland Trust who are

looking for volunteers to help them achieve their goal to
plant over 600,000 trees. As 3rd Upminster are always up
for an Environmental Challenge, Six Scouts, One Young
Leader & Two Leaders equipped with various items of
gardening equipment including Spades & Grubber set off
from Upminster.

Once we arrived, we had a half-mile walk along a very
muddy bridle path to the site where we signed in, and
were taught the correct way to plant trees. The site
manager then pointed us to a vast open space with lines
scratched on the surface and orange dots to mark the
positions to plant trees.

We then made our way to our area and started planting
trees, which were comprised of native species such as
Oak, Ash, Hornbeam, Rowan and Wild Cherry. There
was also a mix of shrub species - Dog Rose, Hazel and
Quelder Rose. Digging and planting was quite a
challenge due to the very heavy and gravelly earth.
By the end of the day, we had planted over 300 trees and
shrubs so well done to Scouts: Jamie Duffy, Ben Kinder,
Alex Lane, Ryan Montgomery, Sean Twohig & Aaron
Wiley; Young Leader: Callum Twohig; & Beaver Leader:
Alistair Lane.
This event will be on going for the next 10 years so there
will be plenty of opportunities for other Scouts to take part
and | strongly encourage you to do so as all participants
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and found it both
worthwhile and rewarding.
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